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in London was fixed in 1396 at Blackwell Hall between the hours
of ii a.m. on Thursday and n a.m. on Saturday, and in 1405
the drapers were allowed to appoint a keeper of the hall. There
were, however, frequent evasions and much fnction between
clothsellers from other towns and the London drapers, who tried
to get control of the whole trade throughout the kingdom.

Process of Manufacture.   Subdivision of labour appears very
early in the cloth manufacture, and, even though it was through-

SPINNING.   SECOND HALF OK FIFTEENTH CENTUKY

out quite definitely a hand-craft, there were numerous processes
involved which were performed by different people. Machinery
has to-day greatly increased the number of the processes, but
in the Middle Ages the conversion of wool from the sheep's back
into finished cloth was not the simple work of one or two hands
that it is sometimes taken to have been.

In the following versos describing the processes involved, there
are five named, even before it gets to the spinster. She would
often be the wife or daughter of a farmer, thus making use of
her spare time; for until the invention of the spinning jenny
in the eighteenth century, there was always more demand for